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It is critical that the information the licensee is using to produce their development plan meet the requirements of sections 10(1)(d) and 41 the FPC to allow the SDM make a decision.  The SDM must be both, confident with the licensee’s riparian classification and assured that the resource will be adequately managed.

There is no legislated requirement to collect information in the field to complete a riparian assessment. However, it is sometimes difficult to determine the existence of stream reaches without field verification. Section 15 of the OPR was amended in August 2001 to provide the licensee an option to completing field assessments at the FDP stage - this does not apply to areas within community watersheds.  

MoF district staff has obtained a legal opinion with regard to when field verification of riparian class is required. The opinion states that the riparian class of a stream (or a reach) cannot be accurately determined using aerial photos and/or topographic maps. Therefore, the licensee must field verify the riparian class of all streams within community watersheds that are within or adjacent to or may be impacted by any proposed development (blocks and roads).  Where this is not the case the licensee must identify the area of this deficiency and provide the DM with sufficient information for him to determine that the Sec 41(1)(a) test has been satisfied.
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